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INTRODUCTION

The Gypsy Camp in td4dz (Zigeuner-
lager in Litzmannstadt) was the first
place of strict isolation, intended ex-
clusively for the Roma and Sinti in the
occupied Polish territory. Established
by the decision of the German admin-
istrative authorities, it covered the area
separated from the tddz Ghetto (Litz-
mannstadt Ghetto) and bordered by
what is today called Wojska Polskiego,
Obroncéw Westerplatte, Starosikawska
and Gtowackiego streets. In November
1941, about five thousand Roma and
Sinti were brought into the ‘closed
district’ of £6dzZ in just four days. The
conditions within the hastily organized
camp, consisting of fifteen buildings
only, were terrible. The absence of san-
itary facilities, proper standard of living
and, above all, the difficulties with food
provision resulted in the outbreak of
the typhus epidemic that took about
700 lives within the first few weeks.
From mid-December 1941 to mid-Jan-
uary 1942, the surviving prisoners
were sent to the first Nazi extermina-
tion camp Kulmhof in Chetmno-on-Ner
and murdered.

Together with an accompanying folder,
the permanent exhibition The Gypsy
Camp in the £6dz Ghetto (1941-1942)
is intended to commemorate the trag-
edies of the Roma and Sinti in the £6dZ
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Ghetto. The exhibition was organized in
one of the preserved camp buildings,
the so-called Roma Forge, which has
been under the care of the Museum of
Independence Traditions in t6dz for
many years. The building along with
the post-camp space create a unique
memorial site.

The opening of the exhibition in 2021
on the 80th anniversary of the esta-
blishment of the camp, is to remind the
people of the suffering of the victims
of Porajmos (The Devouring), as the
extermination of the Roma community
during World War Il used to be descri-
bed. Based on historical accounts, the
exposition attempts to document the
events of the turn of 1941 and 1942.
It is all the more important that no te-
stimonies of the victims have survived
— this is how the exhibition aims to give
the voice back to those who had been
brutally silenced.

BURGENDLAND
ROMA

For centuries, leading mainly an itiner-
ant lifestyle, the Roma have inhabited
the areas of Burgenland, i.e. the vicinity
of the Austro-Hungarian border. Yet, as
aresult of World War |, the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire was dissolved and two
independent states were established.
The emergence of the border between
Austria and Hungary significantly limit-
ed the possibilities for the movement
and earnings for the Roma who lived
mainly from trade and small-scale pro-
duction. The resulting impoverishment
of the Roma community led to an in-
creaseinsocial benefits paid by the local
government, which in turn intensified
the resentment of other people. With
a typical agricultural character, Bur-
genland was the poorest region of Aus-
tria, which was visible especially during
the world crisis of 1929-1935, when
about 25% of the inhabitants left the
region for economic reasons. Through-
out that period, the so-called ‘Gypsy
issue’ became the subject of local po-
litical debate. On January 15, 1933,
aconference onthe RomainBurgenland
was held in Oberwart and attended by
the representatives of the authorities
and the most important political forc-
es — both Christian Democrats and So-
cial Democrats. Though the matter of
a forced deportation of the Roma was
raised, the decisions reached were not
binding. Rather, it was an expression of
the local community and political forc-
es’ attitude towards the Roma fellow
citizens.
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In March 1938, together with Anschluss
(German: Annexation) of Austria and
Germany, the situation of the Roma
population began to deteriorate dras-
tically. The legislation of National So-
cialism in force in Germany since 1933
directly referred to the purity of race al-
lowing discrimination of people on the
basis of their origin or religion. A strik-
ing example of this were the so-called
Nuremberg Laws of 1935, which intro-
duced the concept of a second-class
citizen into the German legal order.

This concept was directly referred to by
the Racial Hygiene and Demographic
Biology Research Unit established in
1936 and headed by Dr. Robert Ritter.
The main objective of the facility was
to provide a scientific justification for
the racist theories of the Nazis. Ritter
tried to prove propaganda views that
the Roma were biologically conditioned
to pathological behavior and social at-
titudes.

#9 Gypsies cannot integrate into the
German society because of their primi-
tive way of thinking, even if one tries to
integrate them into a German society,
to influence them by raising the level
of their education, they are asocial an-
yway. #9

Eve Justin
Racial Hygiene and Demographic Biology
Research Unit

[ / Eva Justin during anthropometric research, 1938,
public domain on the license: Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Germany (CC BY-SA 3.0 DE)
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The scale of the persecution of Austrian
Roma increased at that time. They were
often arrested and then sent to concen-
tration camps in Germany. The begin-
ning of the tragedy of the Burgenland
Roma community (after the Anschluss,
Burgenland was formally liquidated as
an administrative unit) turned out to
be the decision of June 1939 to deport
three thousand people able to work to
concentration camps. An unintended
consequence of these activities was
leaving unattended children and many
unemployed family members. This, in
turn, resulted in a renewed increase in
spending on social welfare which fur-
ther served as a ‘proof’ of asocial and
inherent criminogenic nature of Roma,
who are also reluctant to work and earn
money.

Another important step in restraining
the rights and freedoms of the Roma
was the decision of Heinrich Himmler,
Reichsfiihrer-SS, of October 17, 1940,
forbidding them to leave their cur-
rent place of residence (Festschrei-
bungerlass) on pain of confinement in
a concentration camp. For this purpose,
a number of transit camps were estab-
lished. The most important and largest
was the camp in Lackenbach, where
the Roma lived in primitive conditions,
i.e. in the stables and barns of the for-
mer manor. The number of prisoners
in Lackenbach varied over time. As of
November 1, 1941, there were 2,335
people in the camp.




Wspotczesne zdjecie wagonu znajdujacego sie na Stacji Radegast, fot. Maria Szulc

TRANSPORTY

W potowie wrzesnia 1941 r. w Gtdwnym
Urzedzie Bezpieczenstwa Rzeszy zapa-
dta decyzja, o rozpoczeciu przesiedlen
ludnosci romskiej do obozdéw i gett na
okupowanych terenach na wschodzie.
Wsrod miejsc przymusowej relokacji
znalazta sie £odz (Litzmannstadt), do
ktérej miano przetransportowac okoto
5 tysiecy oséb. Wsrdd deportowanych
znaleZli sie prawie wytacznie Romowie
z terenow przedwojennej Austrii (daw-
nego Burgenlandu).

W dniach 5-9 listopada 1941 r.
do getta tédzkiego z pieciu obozéw
przejsciowych przybyto 5007 o0sdb,
z czego jedenascie z nich zmarto w cza-
sie podrdézy. Wsrdd przywiezionych do
todzibyto 1130 mezczyzn, 1188 kobiet
oraz 2689 dzieci. Na kazdy transport
przypadato po okoto 1000 os6b. Wsrod
deportowanych znalezZli sie przedsta-
wiciele niemieckich Romow (sasytka
Roma) a takze szersza spotecznosc
cyganska m.in. szczep Kelderasz vel
Keldari (kotlarze), lowari vel Lalleri (ko-
niarze) oraz Sinti.

Eskorte kazdego transportu stanowit
jeden oficer oraz dwudziestu wachma-
noéw ze 172. batalionu rezerwy poli-
cji. Koszty podrézy pokrywat Gtéwny
Urzad Bezpieczenstwa Rzeszy oraz
lokalna (austriacka) opieka spoteczna.
W czasie selekcji os6b do deportacji
kierowano sie najprawdopodobniej
kryterium tzw. przydatnosci oraz kosz-
tami utrzymania. Deportowano najcze-
sciej cate rodziny, stad tak duza liczba
dzieci.



The deported reached the Radegast
Station directly. The short unloading
time suggests that they experienced
the acts of property looting and brutali-
ty from the Germans already there. The
final stage of transport was the march
to the newly created camp, located
about 2.5 km from the railway siding.
The route was secured by a special re-
serve Polizei Battalion Litzmannstadt
and officers from the station of the 6th
Schupo District (which controlled the
ghetto).

79 Last night, the first transport of
Gypsies arrived at the Marysin station,
with 1,200 people including more or
less 250 children. A Gypsy woman had
given birth on the way. Two children
were taken out of the car dead; people
say they had simply frozen to death.
The authorities ordered the children to
be buried in the Jewish cemetery, and
this has been done [...] Tonight, anoth-
er transport of Gypsies arrived. Due to
the late hour, they have spent the night
in cars. 9

Szmul Rozensztajn, Journal,
entry of November 6, 1941

/[ The Gypsy camp, the fence in Starosikawska Street, 1942, photograph by Mendel Grossman, APt
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LIVING
CONDITIONS

From the beginning, the organization
of the camp failed to meet the basic
standards of living and the needs of its
prisoners. The Jewish administration
of the ghetto was obliged to provide
food and general services. In the first
days, ready meals were delivered to the
camp from the ghetto — soups, coffee
and milk for sick children. This was due
to the lack of a kitchen facility inside
the camp. When it was launched, only
food products were delivered from the
ghetto.

The very basic difficulty the prisoners
had to face was the low food ration that
was a result of the direct decisions of
the German Ghetto Board (Gettover-
waltung). The condition of the camp
itself was yet another issue. Essential
sanitary facilities, such as places for
bathing and latrines, were non-exist-
ent. Initially, even the items needed
for eating meals, such as crockery and
cutlery, were missing. Only after a few
weeks, at the beginning of December
1941, 1,000 bowls and 2,000 spoons
were delivered to the camp and its pris-
oners. This means that the living con-
ditions of the first days of the camp’s
operation, were exceptionally difficult.
The construction of the latrines began
in November when the camp was al-
ready functioning. Still, their number
was insufficient and, furthermore, there
were problems with the regular faeces
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removal. The camp’s bathhouse was
never completed. At the beginning of
December, the Jewish administration
of the ghetto placed orders for addi-
tional materials needed for its con-
struction but the German management
refused to do so. Therefore, the only
devices serving to ensure hygiene
were two 600-liter water boilers and
25 watering cans used for bathing. The
furnishing of the buildings themselves
was yet another matter of significant
limitation. There was an insufficient

g « i - 1 I e, number of wardrobes, tables or bunks.
el '5" 3 I : . = = Also, not everyone had been given their

: gk 1. : own bedtick.

// The Gypsy camp, the fence in Wojska Polskiego Street, 1942,

photograph by Mendel Grossman, APt 79 [..11 moved along the wall of the

nearest house and had a peek in-
side, into the hall on the ground floor,
and beyond the hall into two rooms
visible through open doors. It was
a striking view. Even to me, who was
used to catastrophically overcrowded
ghetto flats and camps for those ar-
riving from Germany or Austria, what
| saw in those two rooms was terrify-
ing. Even today, when I'm writing this
account, | cannot think of an adequate
comparison. [...] There were no [...]
bunks, not to mention proper beds.
Straw scattered on the floor, covered
with rags, was used as a makeshift
bed for... how many? Thirty? Forty?
A hundred inhabitants of this swarm?
This was shocking... #?

A Raport by Arnold Mostowicz
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// Fragment of city plan with marked teritory of the Gypsy camp, APt
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AN EPIDEMIC

The epidemic of typhus, transferred
probably from the Lackenbach camp,
Austria, turned out to be the most
dangerous for the camp prisoners. As
a result of the immense cramped con-
ditions within the camp and difficulties
in maintaining the hygiene, the disease
spread very quickly. This is evidenced
by the mortality statistics, in November
alone, 213 people died, which was over
4% of the initial number of prisoners.

The disease was identified only in De-
cember, thanks to Arnold Mostowicz,
a Jewish doctor ordered to go to the
camp. Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski,
the head of the Jewish Council of El-
ders, made an official request to the
German Ghetto Board to implement
specific procedures to stop the spread
of the epidemic. It concerned primarily
the construction of showers, a clothing
and underwear disinfection, as well as
special sanitary rules for the burying
the bodies of the deceased. These re-
quests were rejected by the Germans
who ordered the Jewish doctors to fight
the disease. Faced with insufficient re-
sources, harsh conditions and a lack of
relevant medicines, the epidemic was
impossible to be controlled. In Decem-
ber 1941, another 400 people died. The
Roma dying in the camp were buried
in the new Jewish cemetery at Bracka
Street in the so-called Ghetto Field.
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79 until now, this separated area cov-
ers an area of 300 square meters. The
Funeral Department receives no per-
sonal data of those who died in the
camp. Bodies are delivered without
clothes, usually in their underwear.
Since the Department was ordered to
bury the bodies during the day, ceme-
tery carpenters, for technical reasons,
are frequently unable to prepare a suf-
ficient number of chests covered like
coffins when there are more dead to
bury. In such cases, bodies are buried in
planks alone, just like it normally is in
the case of Jewish burials. 79

Kronika getta tédzkiego,
an entry of December 1, 1941

/] The vestiges of Gypsy camp, 1942, photograph by Mendel Grossman, APL



LIQUIDATION
OF THE CAMP

The rapidly spreading epidemic brought
forward a decision on the liquidation
of the camp. Issued on December 18,
1941 at the latest, it was immediately
implemented. Most likely, in the first
half of December, the deportation to
the newly created Kulmhof extermi-
nation camp in Chetmno-nad-Nerem
began.

99 As stated by those living in the im-
mediate vicinity of the camp, Gypsies
have been transported by trucks for
ten days. This camp is most likely to be
closed by the end of this week. It is al-
ready almost deserted. Apparently, the
liquidation of the camp was motivated
by the necessity to avoid the risk of the
further typhus spread. #9

Kronika getta tédzkiego,
an entry of January 1-5, 1942

To reduce the possibility of the spread-
ing of the disease, the prisoners
were transported directly to Chetm-
no-nad-Nerem using the road trans-
port. Unlike the Jewish victims, the
Roma were not directed to the manor
house which was a place of concentra-
tion. Instead, immediately after their
arrival, together with their clothes
and personal belongings, they were
usually loaded into trucks — gas cham-
bers. The further procedure assumed
a drive to the Rzuchéw Forest, where
the final extermination process took
place.

A4



79 samochéd zatrzymat sie w odle-
gtosci okoto 8 metréw od grobu. [...]
W samochodzie zabijano tdédzkich Cy-
ganow. Lezaty tu ich rzeczy: harmonie,
skrzypce, pierzyny a nawet zegarki
i ztota bizuteria. Po odczekaniu oko-
to 5 minut przy otwartych drzwiach
esesman krzyknat: Zydzi, wejé¢ do
$rodka i wszystko wyrzucié! [...] Z cie-
zaroéwki wyrzucano zagazowanych jak
Smieci — na kupe. Ciagnieto ich to za
nogi, to za wtosy. Na gérze stato dwoch
ludzi, ktdérzy rzucali ciata na dét do gro-
bu, a w dole stato dwadch innych, ktérzy
uktadali je warstwami, twarza ku ziemi
w taki sposob, ze przy gtowie jednego
lezaty nogi drugiego. #9

Relacja Szlamy Wienera

Szlama  Wiener, ocalaty
z obozu i jeden z najwazniejszych
swiadkéw Zagtady, kilkukrotnie wspo-
mina o przybywajacych pomiedzy 7-9
stycznia 1942 r. transportach Romow.
Po tym czasie znikajg oni z jego relacji.
Moze to Swiadczy¢ o zakonczeniu ich
eksterminacji w Chetmnie nad Nerem,
a tym samym réwniez | tédzkiego obo-
zu. Niejako potwierdzeniem tego jest
uzycie przez Hansa Biebowa, kierujace-
go Zarzadem Getta, stwierdzenia ,byty
obdz cyganski” w piSmie do Mordecha-
ja Rumkowskiego z 14 stycznia 1942 .
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THE CRIME
SCENE

?9 The former Gypsy camp locat-
ed in the blocks of flats at the exit of
Brzezinska Street is now being quickly
tidied up. [...] In the buildings left by
Gypsies, a relatively large supply of all
kinds of vegetables, sugar, and rock-
hard bread has been found. All food
supplies will be disinfected with chlo-
ride. Also other items have been found
there, such as clothes, musical instru-
ments, knives, etc. These blocks, after
the ‘purge’, will house a huge plant pro-
ducing straw shoes. #9

Kronika getta tédzkiego,
an entry of April 29-30, 1942

Similarly to the large areas of the
ghetto, the post-camp part was trans-
formed after the war. The buildings
close to Gtowackiego Street were de-
molished and replaced with blocks of
flats. Several tenement houses and
farm buildings located along Wojska
Polskiego and Obroncéw Westerplatte
Streets have survived to this day.

With time, the memory of the Gypsy
camp, as well as the memory of the
to6dz ghetto, became blurred. The situ-
ation began to change in 2004 when, at
the initiative of the City of £6dz, a com-
memorative plaque was embedded on
the wall of the so-called Roma Forge. In
20009, as an undeniable evidence of the
past tragedy of Roma and Sinti in the
to6dz Ghetto, the building was adapted
for exhibition purposes.
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